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Wales Identity Day...

C gives an opportunity to
gather views on how best
to make our heritage
relevant for the future

© brings people together
and helps strengthen
communities by exploring
and celebrating their roots

© underlines the impact of
HLF funding and the need
to preserve our past

© highlights the passion that
people in Wales feel for
their heritage

© provides an opportunity
to investigate and discuss
the best ways to safeguard
our diverse heritage.

Front cover image: A mosaic mural
unveiled on Wales Identity Day 2006
— see opposite page for more
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Introduction
By Dan Clayton-Jones, HLF Chair in Wales

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) started the
debate around heritage and identity in Wales
in November 2004 with “The DNA of heritage’
event, where heritage experts and media
personalities discussed how best to safeguard
Wales’s past for future generations. The focus
turned to young people the following year,
with a performance-based event celebrating
Welsh icons, landscape and industry at the
Urdd Eisteddfod in June and the ‘Vision of
Wales’ exhibition at the National Museum in
Cardiff in November. Opened by First Minister
Rhodri Morgan, the exhibition showcased
works by art students across the country,
expressing the role that heritage has played
in forming their identities as young people
living in Wales.

To celebrate Wales Identity Day 2006, HLF
set out to talk to local communities in south,
mid, west and north Wales, exploring the
specific nature of their heritage and what it
meant to people in each area. Five events
were held in Wrexham, Aberystwyth, Neath,
Ebbw Vale and Newport to discover what
gives each area its unique identity.

Local people participated in ‘show and tell’
sessions, describing why certain objects were
relevant to the area’s past and important to
them, and a community artist subsequently
created a mural incorporating these objects.
This was unveiled at a national event on
November 24 at Newport Market, where it
will remain as a permanent reminder of the
importance of keeping local heritage alive.

Throughout the regional events people talked
about the things that they felt symbolised
their identity, both on a national and local
level, and the stories that emerged revealed
both distinctive local identities which make
communities unique and common bonds
which unite us as a nation.




Wales Identity Day 2006:
What people had to say
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Wrexham

Wrexham local Sonia Benbow Jones commented: “The
Railway Viaduct and Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and [Llangollen]
Canal stand as gateways to futures to be discovered and
remind us that dreams can become reality. These gave me
my identity, my roots and a pride in this place.”

People who came along shared memories of Wrexham
brewery and lager (above), World War Two stories, and their
impressions of local archaeology. One participant showed off
his Scouts uniform (left), while a Highland pony brought by
another entertained those who joined the event.

Aberystwyth

Esther Jewell,a Communities First officer, said:
“Natural heritage is the most important for
me.The country provided me with space to
grow and fresh air to breathe. | was free to
wander and experience things on my own or
with friends that would never have been
possible in other places. There is an inherent
sense of safety in the countryside, and in a
community where everyone looks out for
and helps each other”

Part of a 2,000-year-old yew tree (above
right), historic coins (right), an Aberaeron
shovel and a Bishop William Morgan bible
were showcased at the event, and participants
discussed Aberystwyth’s university, library
and the surrounding landscape.
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Neath

Local artist Adrienne Howes
described what makes nearby
Pontardawe special to her:
“The area has seen many
changes during its history
and the Gwrhyd Mountain
landscape bears the evidence
of this evolution: prehistoric
cairns, tracks, evidence of
past industrial activities,

as well as changes and
developments in farming.

All of this history works to
constantly inspire my own
artistic output.”

Participants brought along
a vintage fire engine (above
right), examples of Melin
pottery (right), a miner’s
lamp, horse shoes and a
Welsh hymn book.

Newport

Roy Grant (left), who
migrated from Jamaica in
1962, said: “l was mesmerised
on my arrival [by] Newport’s
unusual architectural layout;
houses lined the street like
an endless chain, their front
doors opening unto the
pavements. | found it very
strange to see people eating
from newspaper parcels.
Newport’s identity has been
shaped by multiculturalism,
and Wales Ildentity Day is
helping to encapsulate our
shared past.”

Newport locals identified
the Transporter Bridge
(bottom left) as an important
local landmark and cultural
diversity as one of the town’s
defining features.
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Ebbw Vale

Dave Rees, a Children and Young People’s
Participation officer in Blaenau Gwent,
explained why he’s a Valleys’ boy through and
through: “The miners’ strike and eventual
closure [of the pits] highlighted to me what
a strong knit community | lived in. Everyone
rolled up his or her sleeves to help and that
has always stayed with me. If there’s one thing
that defines the Valleys, it’s the people and
their sense of community, and I'd like to think
it's made me who | am today.”

A statuette of Aneurin Bevan, a model Wales
Valleys bus (left),a town map (top right) and
Welsh slate signified the elements of local
heritage that matter most to Ebbw Vale
residents.



Unveiling the mural

Rosemary Butler AM, Chair of the Assembly’s
Culture,Welsh Language and Sport
Committee, opened the Wales Identity Day
2006 celebrations at Newport Market on
November 24 by talking about the city’s long
history of immigration and the impact of
ethnic diversity in creating a vibrant shared
heritage.

Radio | DJ Bethan Elfyn, who unveiled the
Wales Identity Day 2006 mural with Ms Butler,
spoke about the Welsh music that had such
an impact on her identity as a teenager. She
cited the lyrics of the Manic Street Preachers
as a major influence on her sense of local
pride as the band changed media perceptions
of Welsh culture and reached a global audience.

Social historian Catrin Stevens studied the
results of the Wales Identity Day project and
commented that people across Wales still
identify with the ‘Square Mile’ of influences on
Bethan Elfyn and Rosemary Butler AM reveal ~our doorstep that shape our core identities.
the mosaic in Newport Physical environment is a key part of this but
also family, friends, local heroes, industry and
even gossip. Our physical surroundings and
personal relationships are the over-riding
bond that connects us as a nation, and our
sense of identity is very local and personal.

The Heritage Lottery Fund gives grants to support a wide Heritage Lottery Fund
range of projects involving the local, regional and national Hodge House
heritage of the United Kingdom. In Wales over £156 million  Guildhall Place

has been committed to more than 1,300 projects. These Cardiff CFI0 IDY
grants have enabled communities to celebrate, look after T 029 2034 3413

and learn more about our diverse heritage. From community F 029 2034 3427

or cultural history projects to landscapes and parks, buildings
and streetscapes, museums and archives, HLF has opened up
heritage for everyone to enjoy.

Heritage Lottery Fund
7 Holbein Place
London SWIVW 8NR
Do you have an idea for a community heritage project? We T 020 7591 6000

are keen to discuss projects and offer application advice — F 029 7591 6001
please contact the HLF Wales development team for advice

and support on 029 2034 3413 or email wales@hlf.org.uk




